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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIMMY GOMEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. GOMEZ. Madam Speaker, during Roll
Call Vote number 355 on H.R. 2740, | mistak-
enly recorded my vote as No when | should
have voted Aye.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE OF
CONSUELLO ‘‘CONNIE” HARPER

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| ask for the House’s attention to recognize
the life of Mrs. Consuello “Connie” Harper.

Mrs. Harper, former president and CEO of
Central Alabama Opportunities Industrializa-
tion Center, passed away on June 17, 2019.

The program has helped train and equip
low-to-moderate income families in Central
Alabama since 1968. Mrs. Harper’s nationally
recognized self-help programs included pro-
viding women with non-traditional training in
highway construction and young adults with
Job Readiness Training.

Mrs. Harper's daughter, Sylvia Harper, and
grandson, Retired Army Special Forces
“Green Beret” Lieutenant Colonel Kali
McMurray, will continue OIC’s work.

Mrs. Harper also worked as an educator in
Macon County and served on the Macon
County School Board. Her husband, Socrates
Harper, is a retired educator and previously
served as District County Commissioner for
Macon County.

She was a lifelong resident of the Tysonville
community in Macon County.

Madam Speaker, please join me in com-
memorating the life of Mrs. Harper.

—————

CONGRATULATING ST. ELIZA-
BETH’S BASEBALL TEAM FOR
WINNING THE 2019 CLASS I
STATE BASEBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating my hometown high school, the
St. Elizabeth Hornets Baseball team for win-
ning the 2019 Missouri Class | State Baseball
Championship.

This team and Coach, Caleb Heckemeyer,
should be commended for their hard work
throughout this past year and for bringing
home the state championship to their school
and community. This is the first year since
1997 the Hornets have won the title, with
many more good seasons to come.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
recognizing the St. Elizabeth Hornets Baseball
team for a job well done.
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND MILI-
TARY SERVICE OF WORLD WAR
II VETERAN, JAMES E. HUDSON

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate the life and military
service of World War |l Veteran James E.
Hudson. Mr. Hudson has always placed God
and family first in his life, offering friendship
and brotherly love to all those who crossed his
path.

Mr. Hudson was born on June 21, 1919, in
Tishomingo County, Mississippi. He spent his
childhood in luka, MS with his parents, Milton
and Florence Hudson, and his seven siblings.
Mr. Hudson graduated from luka High School
where he played on the basketball team.

Mr. Hudson was drafted to the United
States Army right out of high school in 1941.
He spent his basic training at Camp LeJeune,
North Carolina before being sent to Fort Bliss,
Texas, to serve in the First Calvary division,
also known as the Horse Calvary, of the
United States Army. Mr. Hudson was later de-
ployed to the Pacific theater where he went to
New Guinea, the Bismarck Archipelago, the
Southern Philippines, and Luzon for 2 years.
He completed his service in 1945.

After the War, Mr. Hudson returned to luka,
Mississippi where he still resides to this day.
He married his sweetheart, Mae Romine from
Florence, Alabama and they had four children.
Mr. Hudson worked as a carpenter for TVA
building dams on the Tennessee River. He
has been blessed with thirteen grandchildren
and sixteen great-grandchildren.

Throughout his life and to this day, Mr. Hud-
son set an example for his children to follow.
Mr. Hudson, a lifelong Christian, is a Meth-
odist and attributes his 100 years of happiness
to Psalm 118:24: “This is the day which the
Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad
therein.”

On June 21st of 2019, Mr. Hudson will cele-
brate his 100th birthday. Mr. Hudson is an
American patriot who served our great nation
and continues to set an example for others to
follow. We wish him many more years of good
health.

————

NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE
AWARENESS MONTH

HON. GRACE MENG

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Ms. MENG. Madam Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate National Gun Violence Awareness
Month. Since 2017, National Gun Violence
Awareness month has been celebrated annu-
ally in June.

For too long and too often we, as a nation,
have mourned with yet another community
that was tragically impacted by gun violence.
This is one community too many. Deaths from
mass shootings in the U.S. are increasing at
an alarming rate. After Sandy Hook, over
2,086 mass shootings have taken lives of
Americans. From the Tree of Life synagogue
in Pittsburgh to the gurdwara in Oak Creek;
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from Sandy Hook Elementary to Stoneman
Douglas High School; from the Pulse Night
Club in Florida to the music festival shooting
in Las Vegas—these places and events have
sadly become memorialized. And there are
countless more victims of gun violence who
never made it to our news cycle.

Gun violence is indeed an epidemic. In ad-
dition to the lives lost, every bullet—every
gunshot—rips apart the fabric of a community.
For all those who were faced with gun vio-
lence—there is no going back. One such trag-
edy is one too many.

Victims of domestic abuse are especially
susceptible to gun violence. That is why we
must do all that we can to protect survivors of
dating violence and stalking. Currently, nearly
one million women alive today have been shot
or shot at by an intimate partner. Studies have
also shown that women experiencing situa-
tions where domestic abusers have access to
a gun are five times as likely to be fatally shot.
Women of color suffer from an even higher
risk of death in similar situations.

We cannot become desensitized to the
number of deaths in the news. We must act
now. That is why | was proud to help pass on
the floor of the House of Representatives H.R.
8, the Bipartisan Background Checks Act of
2019, and H.R. 1112, the Enhanced Back-
ground Checks Act to ensure universal back-
ground checks and close the Charleston loop-
hole that enabled the hate crime at Mother
Emanuel Church. In the 100 days of Senate’s
inaction and refusal to allow these bills a vote
on the Senate floor, 233 New Yorkers were
killed by gun violence. This—and every inci-
dent of gun violence—is a travesty.

No one should live their lives in constant
fear. No parent should have to fear for their
children as their kids go to school. No one
should fear if their presence in a place of wor-
ship or a theatre makes them vulnerable.

Madam Speaker, as we mark National Gun
Violence Awareness Month, we must be even
more emboldened to demand change now.
We need to remind the nation—including our
policymakers—of the lives that have been
taken by gun violence and the urgent need for
commonsense gun violence prevention. | call
on my colleagues in the Senate to pass H.R.
8 today. While National Gun Violence Aware-
ness Month occurs in June, we must fight
every single day of the year to prevent the
countless deaths caused by the lack of gun
restrictions. Thoughts and prayers are mean-
ingless without critical action. Enough is
enough.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, on the
evening of Tuesday, June 18th, | was leading
a night tour for a group of students visiting
from Arkansas and was not aware that the
vote times had been moved up by one hour
and therefore missed the first five votes in the
series. Had | been present, | would have
voted Yea on Roll Call No. 334, Yea on Roll
Call No. 335, Yea on Roll Call No. 336, Yea
on Roll Call No. 337, and Yea on Roll Call No.
338.
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